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Thrive have collaborated with Cavanna Homes with the Full 
Planning Application for 100 high-quality homes in Collaton St. 
Mary, East Devon.

Designed with the local community in mind, the project aims to create 
a pleasant, secure, and attractive environment for residents and visitors 
to Collaton St. Mary. To achieve these aims, a bespoke design approach 
was applied to both the site layout, houses, and flats. Situated on a 1 in 8 
gradient, the site’s ground conditions  would also not tolerate excessive piling. 
The approach therefore was to work with the gradient to create a design 
characteristic of Devon, where building on sloping sites is common and avoids 
an ‘over-engineered’ solution.

Therefore, the roads and development parcels were designed to follow the 
natural contours. 90% of the buildings are bespoke split-level designs so the 
changes in level are ‘hidden’ inside the structure of the house. In addition, the 
design now integrates better with the natural topography, placing emphasis on 
landscaping, and green infrastructure to enhance the streets and spaces.

The design was presented to the South West Regional Design Review Panel, 
which provided useful advice on several promising aspects of the scheme. 
These included responding to the neighbouring Listed Buildings and Heritage 
Assets, the wider landscape and making the most of south facing views.

Totnes Road, Collaton St. Mary
CLIENT

Cavanna Homes

KEY FEATURES

• 100 New Homes

• 30 Affordable Units

• Landscape focused with central 
amenity green space

SERVICES USED

Concept Design

Detailed Design

Feasibility

Graphic Design

Illustration

Technical Design

Visualisation

Romsey
01794 367703

Building 300, The Grange, Romsey Road, Michelmersh, 
Romsey, Hampshire, SO51 0AE

Portishead
01275 407000

Unit 5, Middle Bridge Business Park, Bristol Road, 
Portishead, Bristol, BS20 6PN

London
01794 367703

Suite 265, Temple Chamber, 3-7 Temple Avenue, 
London, EC4Y 0DA
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https://twitter.com/thrivearchitect?lang=en
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